During my time as transportation beat reporter for the Asbury Park Press, I often had occasion to request information from Armando Arrastia, chief spokesman at NJ Transit. And, I occasionally worked with him when he held a similar role at the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.

Up against deadline for a breaking news story, among the worst that can happen is not to have fair representation from all key players. At both the Port Authority and at the publicly owned railroad in a commuter state, Armando always returned telephone calls, no matter how late at night. He gave clear answers to tough questions and if he didn't have the answer, he'd get it. Armando was not shy about pitching a good story. When his name comes up, integrity and respect for the public interest come to mind.
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